April 2, 2020

Director Thanks Families For Their Flexibility
DODD Director Jeff Davis offers his appreciation to families of Ohioans
with developmental disabilities who have made many sacrifices to ensure
health and safety during the coronavirus (COVID-19) state of emergency.
Watch the director's message thanking families for their creativity and
patience while they continue to support their loved ones across the state.

This Month

5 Things to Know:
Trauma

Autism Awareness
and Acceptance

Learn New Ways to
Visit Family

Watch Sarah Buffie from
Soul Bird Consulting
explain five things you
need to know about
trauma, including how
trauma memories are
stored in the body.

This year's theme "Know
More. Do More." seeks
to link autism acceptance
with taking action. Learn
about autism acceptance
in this video and find out
more about autism in
general from OCALI.

If your family member
lives with other people,
do your part to stop the
spread of COVID-19 by
learning new ways to
stay in touch.

COVID-19 Family Resources
DODD encourages families to use
reliable information sources during
the COVID-19 state of emergency.
Here are a few resources:

DODD has a dedicated web page
for department communications
and links to helpful resources.
For specific information about
COVID-19, visit the Ohio
Department of Health's website,
coronavirus.ohio.gov, or call 1-833427-5634.

General COVID-19 Info for
Families
Having a Meaningful Day
LifeCourse Tool for Social
Distancing
Resilience Materials
Social Stories
Plain Language: COVID-19
Information
Plain Language: Day
Programs Closing

DODD Family Coordinator
DODD has a new family outreach
and education coordinator. Corey
Ferguson will lead the department
in connecting with families of
Ohioans with disabilities. Reach out
at corey.ferguson@dodd.ohio.gov.
Learn more about family
resources.

Be Counted, Ohio!

The 2020 Census also offers new
accessibility features.

Taking part in the Census is easy,
safe, and important. However, the
Census Bureau has identified
people with developmental
disabilities as a “hard to count”
population. Watch this video to
learn why it’s vital to make sure
Ohioans with disabilities are
counted in the 2020 Census.

DODD Family Events
Postponed



DODD family events are currently
postponed per Governor Mike
DeWine’s Stay at Home Order.
Events will be rescheduled in the
future.
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