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March is just around the corner, with the celebration of ...

w Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month

We hope you will share information and a photo of your local activities ...
Please send information to: sherry.steinman@dodd.ohio.gov for possible inclusion in one of the
March issues of Pijpeline - March 14 and 28. Thank you!

Administration Update

1. Office of Health Transformation Priorities

On February 27, Ohio Medicaid issued a draft Ineggd Care Delivery System (ICDS) demonstration
proposal that builds on a conceptual model, anteot$ individual and family caregiver
recommendations to protect and enhance existingflienThe proposal is a work-in-progress and will
be posted for public comment on the OHT Websiterat.healthtransformation.ohio.govVwo public
hearings will be held to seek feedback that wilubed to prepare the final ICDS proposal Ohio submi
to the federal government on March 30, 2012.

The Governor’s Office of Health Transformation (OH&cently provided updated information
to its partner agencies regarding Ohio Medicaic€&wr John McCarthy's recemtstimonyto

the Joint Legislative Committee, includingi@elineto implement a new Integrated Care
Delivery System for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees. @iy the many subjects covered in the
testimony was modernizing eligibility determinatisystems. Current eligibility processes for
health and human services programs in the statieaay@mented, overly-complex, and rely on
outdated technology. It was stated that Ohio usa® itthan 160 categories to determine



eligibility for Medicaid funding, and two separgisocesses are used to determine Medicaid
eligibility based on disabling conditions.

Also reinforcing the need for transformational ap@nOhio’s Enhanced Client Registry
Information system, which supports eligibility detenation for Medicaid funding and other
public assistance programs, is more than 30 yddrsdtavas reported that the current system will
not be capable of processing eligibility for trstimated 935,000 Ohioans who will become
newly-eligible for Medicaid in 2014 as a resulttoé federal health care law.

Looking at the broader picture, OHT is leading mitiative to simplify eligibility based on
income, streamline the eligibility-determinatioropess, and modernize eligibility system
technology. These efficiencies will benefit Medat&inding recipients, and significantly reduce
the costs associated with eligibility determination

Supporting this process, OHT also will issue a tetpaper’ in early March, followed by a
waiver request to the Centers for Medicare and baediServices (CMS). This process will
produce business and technical requirements sifiéor a Request for Proposals (RFP) to
design and implement a new eligibility system ptathe federally-mandated Medicaid
eligibility expansion in January 2014.

More atwww.healthtransformation.ohio.gov
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2. Tomorrow’s Statehouse Kickoff of DD Awareness Month

our .
Community
is Better

ogether

‘Together’ theme materials are now available at www.publicimagesnetwork.org

The Ohio Statehouse Atrium will host the annuaké&f€ celebration of Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Month tomorrow, March 1nrd0 a.m. — noarnThe statewide theme
for this year's Awareness Month activitié®ur Community is Better Togethergncourages
communities to welcome individuals’ differenceswadl as their similarities. The event will
focus on the many opportunities emerging in thigtsproughout the state, and raise public
awareness of the maapilities that people with disabilities can bring to a comtyun

In 2011 nearly 500 attendees participated from across Ohio,
and a similar number is expected tomorrow.



DODD and Ohio Public Images (OPI), a statewidermiation and advocacy organization
promoting positive images of people with disal®kti sponsor the kick-off celebration each year.
The two organizations work in collaboration withmgaother stakeholders within Ohio’s DD
community to provide a venue for diverse agencnesmoviders to share ideas and information.
Self advocates participating in the annual evesd ahjoy the opportunity to share their
individual successes and challenges, and netwdtklagislators, agencies, and others with an
interest in Ohio’s disability services communityt. IAst year’s event, DODD Director John
Martin noted,

“I think that the selection of this month’s theme, “Together,” is significant - in that as we move
through this difficult budget year, it is important that we stay together, and that we listen together.
It is my commitment to you that we as a Department will listen, will tell you the truth, and will be
fair in our decision-making.”

-John Martin, at the 2011 event

“I pledge allegiance ...” The TAC Choir (Clark County) will lead the Pledge of Allegiance again this year.
(2011 above, left). At right is a posterized example of what one organization, Creative Foundations, has done
with the 2012 Awareness Month theme. Their People First members will be among those welcoming
participants to the Kickoff Event at the Statehouse tomorrow

Self advocates from around the state will be splottid throughout the program, and will share
their unique experiences. Participating professi®mwithin Ohio’s developmental disabilities
system will represent service providers and suppgdnizations that have worked with
individuals who have reached out to their commesiind found success. And, in addition to
the main program, attendees to this free publioewdl have time to visit with stakeholder
groups that host a variety of information tablesyvpling opportunities to learn about programs
that may benefit them.

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month congadODD: sherry.steinman@dodd.ohio.gov
Contact at OPI: Mary Pat RikeMaryPat@publicimagesnetwork.org
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3. Ideas, Services, Products to Enhance Employment Options
for People with Disabilities

$ It's tax time -- What should you know? $
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Volunteeome Tax Assistance (VITA) options
are two vital resources that, when used in tandam pe a proven strategy to help low-income
individuals improve their financial position. Laokinformation, and misunderstandings about
the tax system, are two of the most common reattatshe EITC and VITA are under-utilized
by eligible individuals. Some basic informatiorldavs.

What is the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)?

The EITC is the largest federal support prograndar~income individuals and familieft.is a
refundable creditWhat this means is that if you qualify based onrynoome -- even when you
have no tax liability -- you will receive a tax vefd. You must file your taxes to receive this
refund, even if you do not have any tax liability.

For more information visit: www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=96406,00.html

Five Myths of the Earned Income Tax Credit — these are ALL FALSE:
* You must be married or have children to be eligible
* You must owe taxes to be eligible.
* You do not have to file to get your tax refund.
* The EITC refund will impact other public benefits.
* You cannot be self-employed and receive the EITC.

To learn whether an individual is eligible for tBarned Income Tax Credit, access the link
below, answer the questions, and provide basiamecmformation.

www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=130102,00.html

What is the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program?

The VITA Program offers free tax help to low- to devate-income people who cannot prepare
their own tax returns. Certified volunteers, spaaddy various organizations, receive training
to help prepare basic tax returns in communitiessacthe country. VITA sites are generally
located at community and neighborhood centersaiies, schools, shopping malls, and other
convenient locations. Most locations also offeefedectronic filing.

To locate the nearest VITA site, call 1-800-829-1040. In many areas of Ohio,
residents also may dial 211 and ask for the nearest VITA Location.

More Information & Resources
The Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEPIfers ‘issue briefs’ to the series on its
websiteat http://www.dol.gov/odep/index.htnThe series includes:



» Work Opportunity Tax Credit: An Under-Utilized Enggler Tax Incentive to Hire
Individuals with Disabilities
* The Earned Income Tax Credit: Capitalizing on Teoehtives

Publications, available in tt@DEP Briefs sectionf its Publicationdibrary at
http://www.dol.gov/odep/index.htpare designed to increase awareness of ideag;egrand
products that enhance employment opportunitiealfavorkers, including workers with
disabilities. Each ODEP Brief provides a subjeatreiew and a link to a more information.

Information developed in conjunction with the Natl Disability Institute under a grant awardedtte Ohio
Department of Developmental Disabilities from then€rs for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

J{pe[in.e Q_uattetg Preview
4. Hattie Larlham Programs Expand to Pre-School, Work

Hattie Larlhama non-profit corporation serving about 1500 chitdaed adults with DD in
Northeast Ohio, and headquartered in Summit Colnaty, added many programs to its menu of
opportunities since founder Hattie Larlham estdiglisthe self-named Foundation in 1963. Prior
to that time, Larlham — a registered nurse — hadine concerned with the lack of assistance
programs for children with severe disabilities. $&ched a turning point after seeing a family
struggle with intensive, 24-hour care needed feirthaby, and Larlham took the child into her
own home to provide the specialized care.

She soon earned a reputation for caring for childvith disabilities, and at one point had more
than ten children living in her three-bedroom faouse. Following 1963, the Hattie Larlham
Foundation built a facility capable of caring fd¥ people with disabilities. And now, decades
later, the organization’s programs include a pieestfor children on the Autism Spectrum, a
booming restaurant business with nine “Hattie’'séSd@fgardening and pet care businesses that
train and employ individuals with disabilities, comanity living options for adults, and more.

“Let me show you what | learned!”
(Left) Students participating in the Hattie Larlham Autism Pre-School are intent on working with their iPads,
and will not disengage from them without a really good reason!



Those are some big paws.
(Right) At Hattie’s Doggie Day Care & Boarding, each dog receives the attention and affection of the staff,
which includes people with developmental disabilities who are pursuing jobs in animal care.

More about Hattie Larlham and other community-based programs in the next issue

of dFipeline Quatterly, Winter 2011-2012 ... Publishing in late March.
Pipeline Quarterly is archived at http://dodd.ohio.gov/pipeline/Pages/Pipeline-Quarterly.aspx
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5. Bill of Rights for People with Developmental Disabilities

For the updated Bill of Rights for Persons with Developmental Disabilities poster, download here.

During Developmental Disabilities Awareness Mortarch, it is a good time to revisit the 24
rights clearly stated in the updatBidl of Rights for Persons with Developmental Didi#ibs.
Following the 2009 removal of the words ‘mentahrdation’ from the description of Ohio’s
state agency and county boards that serve peofiiedevelopmental disabilities, the updating
also includes simpler overall language.

Right #16: Be able to learn new things, make friends, have activities to do,
and go out in your community

In addition to being posted for reference on thé®hublic Images (OPI) website at
www.publicimagesnetwork.or@nd adodd.ohio.gov/BillofRights/Pages/default.aspxthe
DODD Website, the ideas set forth are common sesm@eders that people with developmental
disabilities argeople first and deserve respect and equal treatment asnsitiziehin their
communities. Th&ightsalso reinforce that individuals with developmemtabilities have
reciprocal responsibilities within their commungtj@and toward others in general.

- On the subject of making friends -

Inclusion is Not a Place, It is a Feeling

Troy Daniels’ Senior Speech, presented May 13, 2002
Unedited - First published in the newsletter of ‘Parent to Parent’, Williston, Vermont, Summer 2002
This story has been shared and reprinted often. It is worth revisiting as we approach DD Awareness Month.

My name is Troy Daniels, but my friends call me TD. | have Down syndrome. Because my heart is bad | use a
wheelchair. | do not speak very good. | am a person with disabilities, and when | say “my friends” | mean
friends, real friends, just like everyone else - | have friends. Most of you think all people have friends, but for
people with disabilities, friends are not always real. | want you to know | have friends.

No too long ago people with disabilities could not go to school with other kids. They had to go to ‘special’
schools. When | came to school here there was a law that says all kids go to school in the place they live. |
started school here in Northfield with all of the senior class - we were all little kids together.

The law says that | can come to school, but no law can make me have friends.

When | came to school here some kids started to think | was OK. First it was just one or two kids who were
nice to me. They found out | cared about them and loved my school. | told them | wanted to have real



friends. Others started to hang out with me and they found out we could be friends. We started to learn
together that in some ways were we're different but in some ways we were the same. They called me ‘friend’
and made sure | was in everything | wanted to be in at school.

| want all people to know and see that these kids | call my friends are the real teachers. They are showing
you how it should be. They are the teachers for all of you to follow. Yes, | am a person with a disability, and
the law says that | am included, but it is my friends who say,

"TD, come sit by me."

More about Troy Daniels’ speech fatp://www.dsansw.org.au/downloads/Winter%2020083. padge 8.

&

6. Disability Housing Network (DHN) Launches New Website

The Disability Housing Network (DHN) is pleasedaionounce a new website, focused on being
a strong new resource for Ohio Housing Corporati@uainty Boards, and others who develop
community-based housing for people with disabditie

Visit the new website at http://disabilityhousingnetwork.org/

According to DHN Executive Director, Jacalyn SlenmmieJsers can access the website to
download best practice examples for housing cotfmmsand non-profit boards, access the
County Housing Plan and Self Assessment Tool teiegland review research completed by
DHN and its partners. In addition, users of ther sgée can download DHN membership
applications and patrticipate in a question and ansarum for members.”

Slemmer adds, "The DHN Board of Directors and | lddike to thank the many organizations

that have shared their policies and procedureglprnake the new website a more useful tool

for all of Ohio's non-profit housing organizatiosexrving people with disabilities.”
Contact:jacalynslemmer@disabilityhousingnetwork.org
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7. Reminder: County Board of DD Levies on March 6 Ballot

Ballot issues on March 6 ballots affecting Ohio&vdlopmental disabilities community include:
* Fulton County: 2 mills, renewal
* Licking County: 1 mill, renewal
* Marion County: .5 mill, renewal
e Morrow County: 1.25 mills, additional



e Sandusky County: 2 mills, additional
e Seneca County: .5 mill, renewal

On March 7, a fi,oe[ineofxt'ca will carry the results of these levies.

Absentee Ballot Information provided by The Arc of Ohio

If you want to vote early using an Absentee Bajlmi can still request one, but do it today!
Contact your locatounty board of elections. your requesinust be received by noon on
Saturday, March 3Also, the deadline for voting early in person is 6:00 pHriday, March 2.
Locations and regular business hours for in-peatxs@ntee voting vary from county to county.
Check with your locatounty board of electiorfer details. For more information, see the
Voting Absenteesection of the Ohio Secretary of State website.

According to Brett Harbage, Americans with Disal@s Act (ADA) Coordinator with the Ohio
Secretary of State’s office, 2012 will be a busscébn year, and the office is stepping up its
efforts to educate people with disabilities abaating and the election process, including two
new publications available online:

Two new publications, 2012 Options for Voting and 2012 Voter Access Guide are available
to educate individuals with disabilities about their voting rights and responsibilities.
The Secretary of State website at www.sos.state.oh.us/ contains a wealth of voting information, including
specific information for Voters with Disabilities.
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@ Civic Engagement Initiative Kickoff Event, March 15
The Ohio Department of Aging will be hosting a etgitde kickoff event for the state’s né®wic
Engagement Initiativen March 15, from 9:30am-noon. Attend in persothatOhio Bureau of
Workers’ Compensation, 30 West Spring Street, Aodri-Columbus, OH 43215. More information
about the event is available at:

http://www.aging.ohio.gov/services/civicengagementinitiative/
The Kickoff event is broad in scope and seeks tqaga anybody with an interest in improving
employment, volunteer, and lifelong learning oppnities for Ohioans age 50 and older. Interested
parties can participate in Columbus or at one addtgllite locations (Bureau of Workers’ Comperwati
field offices) It would be especially beneficiakfadvocates to attend the afternoon discussiotigin
local community to encourage retirees to volunteesupport individuals with developmental disalskt
and their families. Contact: Tiffany Dixdadixon@age.state.oh.es John Ratliff, Ohio Department of
Aging (614-466-9614jratliff@age.state.oh.us

¥ People First of Ohio, “Blazing New Trails” Conference, March 22-24

Mark your calendar for theeople First of OhicConference, "Blazing New Trails," March 22-24,
at Roberts Convention Centre, Wilmington, Ohiosssans will include information about voting,
employment, leadership, Medicaid Buy-In, and m&iehard Devylder, Senior Advisor for Accessible
Transportation, U.S. Department of Transportati®a, featured speakewho should attend3SA's,
providers and other professionals, families, ColBugrd staff, and self advocates. CEU's will be
awarded for trainings.

Registration is now open! Click here> People First Conference Registration Form



Registration materials available via U.S. Mail amdthePeople Firstwebsite atvww.peoplefirstohio.org
or by calling (740) 397-6100; email Carrie Swingtearrie@peoplefirstohio.org

>  Goodwill Columbus Workshop: Look to the Future, March 24
March 24, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Goodwill Columbus wibish a “Look to the Future” workshop at 1331
Edgehill Road, Columbudg-amilies & Friends Networkf Goodwill Columbus is presenting the annual
spring workshop for family members of individualgmdevelopmental disabilities. Sessions include:
* Financial: Government & Private Pay (discussioMeflicaid, Medicare, Social Security,
housing, and other programs) with panelists Tanyige€, Jennifer Goodwin, Anne Russell, and
Al Simmons;
» Jobs & Employment (how to help persons with spewds train for, locate and keep a job) with
panelists Meg Griffing, Lutrell Jolly, and Evettax®nons-Reed; and,
* Retaining Benefits & Funds, with speaker David Zoyy®
Cost for up to two family members is $10 membe2§, Bon-members (portion of fee waiver available)
Contact Pat Karshner, (614) 885-22pkarshner@columbus.rr.cotm register.

@ APSI Requests Ron Kozlowski Advocacy Award Nominations
The APSI Board of Directors created fRen Kozlowski Advocacy Awaird2010, in recognition of the
agency’s former Executive Director’s lifetime adaoyg efforts on behalf of individuals with
developmental disabilities. The award is given aflguo a person or entity outside of APSI who
hasdemonstrated a lifetime achievement in advocacinftividuals with developmental disabilitiesd
has a long-term connection with advocacy efforthiwithe DD service system.

APSI is accepting nominations for this year's recipient, through March 30.

Access the nomination form at www.apsiohio.org

The award will be presented at the APSI's All Stafining and Luncheon in June. Contact Cindy Ison,
cison@apsiohio.orfpr more information.

@ Twelfth Annual Multiple Perspectives Conference April 24-25

The theme for the Twelfth AnnuBultiple Perspectives Conferenc&xperience Understood in Image,
Poetry, Narrative, and Research,” reaches acresgplines and professions for a fuller understagaih
disability. The April 24-25 event on the OSU Colums campus offers a twelve-year exploration of
disability as a reflection of the human conditiseen through various lenses of understanding. Past
programs and conference updates, as they beconhebdegatada.osu.edu/conferences.hifine

Multiple Perspectives Conference is made posdiistaigh the generosity of the Ethel Louise Armstrong
Foundation Endowment Fund and ongoing support ffbmOhio State University Office of Diversity
and Inclusion.

To be on the mailing list for the conference, e-mail ADA-OSU®osu.edu

Contact: L. Scott Lissner, Ohio State UniversityMADoordinator, The Ohio State University OfficeDifersity
and Inclusion (614) 292-6207(v); (614) 688-8605((614) 688-3665(faxhttp://ada.osu.edu

* SAVE THE DATE! DD Council Legislative Advocacy Day, May 8th

The Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council (DD @ail) has scheduled their annual Legislative
Advocacy Day for Tuesday, May 8, in the Ohio Statede Atrium in Columbus. Registration begins at
10:00 am; Program at 10:30. For more informatiamact: AXIS Centeraxiscenter@columbus.rr.com

@ Youth Leadership Forum for Students with Disabilities, July 2012

The Governor’'s Council on People with Disabilitis$nviting high school juniors and seniors with
disabilities to apply to attend its annual Youtlatership Forum, to be held in Columbus this yedy, J
16th - 19th. Forty students will be selected. A#lit expenses will be paid. To be eligible, studentist
have a disability, be in 11th or 12th grade as ef&nber 31, 20111, have demonstrated leadership



potential, and reside in Ohio. This year’s forunCislumbus is geared to prepare students to take
advantage of new and different community-based dppities, and develop as constructive, contritutin
members of society. To learn more about the proggantowww.gcpd.ohio.gowr contacDonna
Foster/YLF Coordinatofonna.Foster@rsc.state.oh; $14) 438.1394 or 1.800.282.4536 ext.1394.

& DODD Hotline for Reporting Abuse, Neglect, other Possible Major Unusual Incidents (MUIs)

To report abuse/neglect and other MUI’s call todlef: 1-866-313-6733. Please note that MUIs are to be
reported to the local County Board of DD, howewes understood that there may be times an
individual, staff member, or family member may fié$ a conflict -- or that, potentially, a CourBpard
may be involved in the allegation. In those ins&mit is important to remember the hotline number
there to be used for reporting concerns in thesatsns.

(fi,oelin.e feedback ... dizect fcom you to the state ...

Pipelineis an electronic publication of the Ohio DepartingfiDevelopmental Disabilities (DODD),
distributed at least twice monthly to update aridrim readers of timely, relevant information affagt
stakeholders in the developmental disabilities comity. Share questions or comments atRipelineat
feedback@list.dodd.ohio.gar sherry.steinman@dodd.ohio.goVhe DODD values subscriber
confidentiality and does not intentionally sharéscriber addresses with others. However, in thaeve
of a public records request, the DODD will compighvall applicable Public Records Laws.

To subscribe to Pipelinegnd an email tgoin-pipeline@list.dodd.ohio.goand write SUBSCRIBE in
the subject lineTo discontinue your subscription to Pipelimgite UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
You also may read issues of Pipelinditéip://dodd.ohio.gov/publications/pipeline.htm

The State of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider of Services.



