
Ohio’s Draft Plan to Comply with  
New Federal Home and Community Based Services Requirements 

• On January 16, 2014, the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released new 
requirements for Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waivers administered by states. The 
mandates became effective March 17, 2014.  

• According to the federal government, the new rule “enhances the quality of HCBS, provides additional 
protections to HCBS program participants, and ensures that individuals receiving services through 
HCBS programs have full access to the benefits of community living.”  

• The federal regulations require all states to submit a transition plan for their HCBS programs. Ohio’s 
transition plan must be drafted and submitted to CMS by March 17, 2015. CMS will decide whether it 
will accept the plan as submitted or request changes. Ohio is required to be fully compliant with the 
federal regulations by March 17, 2019.  

• Ohio’s draft transition plan is the result of the federal requirement for the state to come into 
compliance with the new federal rule. The Governor’s Office of Health Transformation (OHT) and Ohio 
Departments of Aging, Developmental Disabilities, and Medicaid are seeking public input on the draft 
transition plan through January 23, 2015. 

• To provide feedback on the state’s draft transition plan:  

o Send an email to HCBSfeedback@medicaid.ohio.gov  

o Send  written comments to:  

Ohio Department of Medicaid 
ATTN: HCBS Transition Plan  
P.O. Box 182709, 5th Floor  
Columbus, Ohio 43218  

o Call and leave a voicemail at 800-364-3153 

o Attend a public hearing to submit testimony in person or in writing. People are required to 
bring written copies of their testimony.  

 January 7, 1:00 p.m. 
Rhodes State Office Tower Lobby Hearing Room 
30 E. Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 January 15, 1:00 p.m. 
Rhodes State Office Tower Lobby Hearing Room 
30 E. Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

For more information: 

• Visit DODD.Ohio.Gov/OurFuture 

• Office of Health Transformation:  
HealthTransformation.ohio.gov/CurrentInitiatives/ExpandandStreamlineHCBS.aspx  
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