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The purpose of this communication is to clarify the process through which Private Duty Nursing (PDN) will be
authorized for individuals transferring from the Transitions Developmental Disabilities (TDD) Waiver as part of
the planned phase-out of the waiver.

Most individuals scheduled to transfer from TDD between 7/1/16 — 6/30/17 use PDN and waiver nursing as their
primary services. As individuals transition to the 10 Waiver, a broader array of services are available to meet
their health-related needs. For example, homemaker/personal care (HPC) staff with medication administration
certification or through delegation may perform many tasks that only nurses are permitted to perform under TDD.

When developing an individual service plan (ISP) for a person transferring from TDD, the SSA must determine if
any other resource could meet the person’s health-related needs. The SSA will use the Nursing Task Assessment
Form developed by the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) to indicate the nursing tasks that
have been ordered by the physician, how the need is currently being addressed and whether the SSA is requesting
a nursing authorization by DODD. It is important to complete this process with individuals and families as early
as possible in order to ensure a smooth transition from nursing to other services, when needed. Transfers from
TDD may be delayed to accommodate an individual’s request for more time to adjust to a change in services.
However, transfer dates should not be delayed beyond May 2017.

When the assessment indicates a nursing authorization should be requested, the SSA will submit a request to
DODD for review. All requests for nursing authorizations, whether for PDN or 10 Waiver Nursing, must be
submitted to DODD through the Medicaid Services System (MSS) and must be accompanied by the person’s
Nursing Task Assessment Form.

PDN referrals are not to be submitted to the Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) for individuals transferring
from TDD to other waivers. For these individuals, SSAs must follow the process outlined above and submit the
request to DODD for review and approval.

The Nursing Task Assessment Form and instruction sheet are located on DODD’s website. In addition, regional
train-the-trainer sessions are currently being conducted. To register, go to
http://dodd.ohio.gov/PipelineWeekly/L ists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=109.

Questions related to the authorization of PDN or Waiver Nursing may be directed to
Donna.Patterson@dodd.ohio.gov or Amy.Coey@dodd.ohio.gov.
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